SECTION VIII
ILLUSTRATIONS, MAPS, SURVEYS, ETC.

 

The Unique Watershed Setting of Kendall County

 

Kendall County is located within the relatively narrow transition zone between the two regional physiographic provinces that comprise central Texas (Figure VIII.1).   
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Figure VIII.1 Ecoregions of Texas. Kendall County is outlined in black

 

More specifically, the county is situated within the rugged terrain of the upper Balcones Escarpment, the rugged southern edge of the Edwards Plateau.  The Balcones Escarpment is broadly convex to the south, and extends in a curvilinear arc from southwest to northeast across Texas.  It marks the boundary between the highlands of the Edwards Plateau, and the gently southward sloping gulf coastal plains.  The escarpment localizes the elevation difference between the Edwards Plateau and the coastal plains into a very narrow band.  It is consequently highly dissected by rivers and streams with headwaters on the plateau, and outlets into the Gulf of Mexico. Kendall County topography is thus dominated by the watershed landforms that characteristically crosscut the upper Balcones Escarpment.  

 

The characteristic watershed topography of the central hill country region provides the critical habitat that supports wildlife diversity, and in particular provides the habitat necessary for the unique species that are indigenous to this region.  
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Figure VIII.2 Color shaded relief topographic image of Texas. Color represents elevation. Kendall County, outlined in bold dark red, is situated within the transition between the brown-colored highlands of the Edwards Plateau, and the green-colored lowland coastal plains to the south.  The Balcones Escarpment (dashed line), an abrupt regional slope break, forms one of the most prominent, and unique, physiographic features within the state. It sharply delineates the Edwards Plateau – Coastal Plain transition zone, and is intricately dissected by network of streams.
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Figure VIII.3 Gradient-shaded topographic image of the central Edwards Plateau – Balcones Escarpment region.  Vertical exaggeration is approx 2x.  The image is shaded with a single-color gradient to emphasis the stream patterns that are the hallmark characteristic of the central Texas hill country.  Kendall County is outlined in black.  The solid black line marks the southward edge of the Balcones Escarpment transition zone.  The highland physiography north of the escarpment (darker brown) is notably more rugged than the subdued coastal plains (lighter brown) to the south.  The transition between the Edwards highlands and the coastal plains is characterized by the complex of deeply incised stream systems that originate on the plateau and cross-cut the escarpment terrain.  The subtle southwest-northeast trending lineations visible just above the escarpment line are the topographic expression of the Balcones fault system.

 

